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Jialin Charles Zheng is currently a Professor of Pharmacology/Experimental Neuroscience and Pathology/Microbiology in the College of Medicine at the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC). He also serves as the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies-International Affairs and the Director of Asia Pacific Rim Development Program at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  Dr. Zheng is the principal investigator on two R01 grants, one R21 grant and one project within a program project grant and a grant that is part of the Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE) from the National Institutes of Health. 

Dr. Zheng received his medical and graduate training at Xuzhou Medical College, Nanjing Medical University and Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine (previously Shanghai Second Medical University) in China. He joined UNMC in 1993 after he was a visiting scholar at the State University of New York at Buffalo.  Dr. Zheng’s research work has focused on the roles of macrophage and brain inflammation in the regulation of neuronal injury and neural stem/progenitor cells during neurodegenerative disorders including HIV-1 associated dementia and Alzheimer’s diseases. These studies have resulted in more than 70 peer-reviewed manuscripts and book chapters.  Due to his substantial contributions towards our understanding of the role that macrophages play in HIV-1 infection and neuronal demise following persistent viral infection, he is the recipient of the UNMC 2005 Gilmore Outstanding Investigator Award.  He also serves as a standing member of the NIH Neural Oxidative Metabolism and Death Study Section and an ad hoc member of the NIH Neurogenesis and Cell Fate Study Section. 
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER (UNMC)

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER (UNMC) is the only public health science center in the state. Its educational programs are responsible for training more health professionals practicing in Nebraska than any other institution. Through their commitment to education, research, patient care and outreach, UNMC and its hospital partner, The Nebraska Medical Center, have established themselves as one of the country's leading centers in cancer, transplantation biology, bioterrorism preparedness, neurodegenerative diseases, cardiovascular diseases, genetics, biomedical technology and ophthalmology. UNMC’s research funding from external sources now exceeds $80 million annually and has resulted in the creation of more than 2,400 highly skilled jobs in the state. UNMC's physician practice group, UNMC Physicians, includes 513 physicians in 50 specialties and subspecialties who practice primarily in The Nebraska Medical Center. 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER RANKINGS

For the first time, the UNMC College of Medicine's primary care program made the top 10 in the U.S. News & World Report's "America's Best Graduate School" guidebook. In addition, UNMC's rural medicine program jumped several spots to tie for sixth place. In all, four UNMC programs were ranked among the nation's top graduate programs. The annual health disciplines rankings are reported in the magazine's 2008 edition of America's Best Graduate Schools. The following UNMC programs were recognized in the rankings: 

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT LINKS FOR INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS, ranked in 2008:

UNMC College of Medicine's Primary Care program - ranked 10th out of 145 schools

UNMC College of Medicine's Rural Health Medicine program - tied for 6th out of 145 schools

UNMC College of Nursing's Master's Degree program - ranked 32 out of 396 programs

UNMC School of Allied Health Professions' Physician Assistant program - tied for 14th out of 106 programs

In addition, these UNMC programs are included in the guidebook, although they were not freshly ranked for 2008: the College of Pharmacy (tied for 27th out of 88 schools surveyed); and the School of Allied Health Professions' physical therapy program (tied for 31st out of 194 programs surveyed).

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT LINKS FOR COLLEGE OF PHARMACY, ranked in 2005:

UNMC College of Pharmacy - tied for 27th out of 88 schools

U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT LINKS FOR SCHOOL OF ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS' PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM, ranked in 2004:

UNMC School of Allied Health Professions' Physical Therapy program - tied for 31st out of 194

THE NEBRASKA MEDICAL CENTER RANKINGS

UNMC's hospital partner, The Nebraska Medical Center, has been named one of America's best hospitals in U.S. News & World Report's 2008 publication of America's Best Hospitals. For the first time, the medical center is ranked for two services: Cancer, and Neurology and Neurosurgery. Out of 5,453 hospitals across the country considered, only the top 170 medical centers were selected for the 2008 America's Best Hospital's report. The report focused on 16 areas of specialty from cancer to urology. The 16 ranked specialties ranked by U.S. News & World Report are cancer; gastroenterology; ear, nose, and throat; endocrinology; geriatric care; gynecology; heart and heart surgery; kidney disease; neurology and neurosurgery; ophthalmology; orthopedics; psychiatry; rehabilitation; respiratory disorders; rheumatology; and urology. In the list of America's Best Hospitals for cancer care, The Nebraska Medical Center ranked 39th. On the list of best hospitals for Neurology & Neurosurgery, the medical center is 41st.
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